GO BUSH MARCH 2023

BENDIGO BUSHWALKING AND OUTDOOR CLUB
President’s Report

Autumn is a great time to be out in the bush walking with friends. David has a heap of Wednesday walks
for those who can make them, and the Wednesday evening walks have been going very well, with eleven
walkers on the 1% March including two international visitors Ed & Denise from Montana and another
twelve participants on the 15, although the bush hut remained a mystery. Someone said it was a myth,
but after an exploratory walk, | almost guarantee we will find it on the last daylight saving walk on the 29,

Donna and lan are the Admin people on the Facebook page, so keep up with walk news there and we are
almost there with a revitalised website. The Club is planning to also participate in shared activities with
other clubs, with one of these events with the Echuca Moama Bushwalkers involving a base camp weekend
and two day walks at Mt Samaria, with the possibility of a film at the historic Swanpool Cinema on the 7t" —
9th of October but we don’t have to wait until then with a base camp at Camperdown for the 4 Volcanoes
Walk on the 15-16% April. The Club night is on Tuesday the 28", come along for a chat.

Buzza

BENDIGO BUSHWALKING AND ouTDOOR | COMMITTEE 2022-2023

CLUB INC President Graham Borrell 0438 437 680
P.O. Box 989, Bendigo, 3552 Vice President Hans Tracksdorf
Reg No. 40051452V S D Guill 0466 004 610
Meetings - 4" Tuesday every month [except Dec] ecretary onna Buitte
Presbyterian Church Hall, 35 - 41 Forest Street Treasurer Greg Doubleday
Meetings start at 7:30 pm sharp Committee Members:
lan Barry

Membership: Single  $40.00
Family $60.00 Peter O’Meara
E-Mail: enquiries@gobush.org.au

Sandy Raeburn
Web address: http://gobush.org.au/

BBOC is affiliated with Other Tasks:
Trips Coordinator Graham Borrell
Web Masters Donna Guille & lan Barry

Newsletter Editor David Crocker

The statements and opinions expressed in articles herein are those of
the individual authors, and do not necessarily represent the views of
the Bendigo Bushwalking and Outdoor Club inc.

Deadline for GO BUSH Newsletter:

Contributions for the Club newsletter need to be submitted one week before the Monthly Meeting
DEADLINE FOR APRIL NEWSLETTER IS Tuesday 18™" APRIL
Send contributions to David Crocker, email to dcrocker46@gmail.com
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CLUB MEETING NIGHT - MEAL
CATCH UP FOR THOSE INTERESTED

Meals are pretty promptly arranged (no long wait times) and they are
reasonably priced $16-528 and they have a Seniors Menu. So anyone
ordering, even at 6.30pm should be out of there by 7.15pm.

The Venue is 9-10 mins from Forest St Hall.

TIME: 6:00pm
LOCATION KANGAROO FLAT SPORTS CLUB
CONTACT HANS T mob 0400 049 891

Zone & Fuel Cost

€ 510-315 @ $30 €) $45 @ $60 © $75 O $90 @ $105 © $120 @) $135 ) $150
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TRIP REPORTS
Mt Feathertop Walk
Sat 25 Feb to Sun 26" Feb 2023

A 4:00pm departure from Bendigo on Friday had us in Benalla at the Northo Hotel for dinner just after
6:00pm. From there were drove on to Myrtleford and Bright with our destination for the night being the
Smoko Campground just a couple of kilometres from Harrietville.

On Saturday morning we left one car at the carpark at the base of Bungalow Spur for where the walk was
to finish on Sunday afternoon. We then drove on from Harrietville (but coffee first!) up to Diamantina Hut
just before the Mt Hotham Ski Village. The weather was perfect — the second year in a row of doing the
walk — as we set off on the track across the Razorback to Mt Feathertop.

35 cars parked at Diamantina Hut! Start of the walk along the Razorback

Claire, Rechelle & Garry on the Razorback Along the Razorback, Mt Hotham in background

Having seen the number of cars parked at Diamantina Hut we were expecting to see lots of people along
the way on the walk. What was surprising was the number of pack carrying overnight walkers that were
walking from Mt Feathertop back to cars parked on the Mt Hotham Road. Many people we saw were doing
and overnight walk to Mt Feathertop and many more going t Mt Feathertop and back as a day walk (22km).

Late summer wildflowers Late summer wildflowers
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We stopped for lunch just before the Diamantina Spur junction and were surrounded by wildflowers. After
lunch it was just a few kilometres to the track junction below Mt Little Feathertop - The Cross, but although
the name remains the Cross itself is long gone.

In the walk across the Razorback Track we had conversations about the water situation in the Tanks at
Federation Hut with walkers coming the other way and discovered there was no water at the campsite at
the Hut. There are two sources of permanent spring water supplies that can be accessed in the area. Firstly
about 1km along the track to MUMC Memorial Hut (which we had planned to visit on Sunday morning) and
the second spring being about % hour from the Hut down the Bungalow Spur Track towards Harrietville
(the site of the long gone Victorian Railways Bungalow Chalet — the partner to the Mt Buffalo Chalet).

Mt Feathertop from track junction at the Cross North West Spur with Memorial Hut (at right)

| was not keen to do both Mt Feathertop and collect water (making the walking for the day much longer
than was planned) so we split the party and added Sunday’s morning walk to MUMC Memorial Hut to
Saturday afternoon. | took the very easy route (without my pack) and walked on the MUMC Memorial Hut
Track across the lower face of Mt Feathertop to check the water situation at the Spring. While the other
four party members (without packs) took the Track to climb to the Summit of Mt Feathertop. From the
Summit they descended very very very steeply down the NW spur towards MUMC Memorial Hut. | doubt
anyone reading this has used that route. Once the spur flattens (photo above) the two groups rejoined and
walked out to MUMC Memorial Hut for an inspection.

MUMC Memorial Hut MUMC Memorial Hut inside
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HISTORY: when active with the Monash Bushwalking Club in the mid to late 1960s | was involved with a
number of MUMC work parties that built the MUMC Memorial Hut. Two memorable ones are the weekend
we (Monash & MUMC members) built the entire entrance porch of the Hut, see photo. | was also there for
the last work party building the Hut and ended up carrying (shared with one other person) the very long
heavy wooden extension ladder seen in the photo, plus the usual weekend gear in my rucksack. All
materials for the Hut were carried in by people from the closest access point along the Razorback to the
north of Mt Feathertop — no helicopters in those days.

Building the front porch MUMC Hut in 1960s

At ‘The Cross’, Mit Feathertop in background in
1960s
The weather was not so kind on Sunday morning when Rechelle and Claire decided to climb Mt Little
Feathertop for the morning sunrise over the Australian Alps. The morning was rather misty and cool so
good views were nowhere to be had. Because we had visited MUMC Memorial Hut on Saturday afternoon
rather than on Sunday morning as planned we walked down Bungalow Spur Track and were back in
Harrietville (now fine and sunny) before lunch. While Kerry and | did a car shuffle to get the car from
Diamantina Hut the others had found a fantastic swimming spot to fill in some of the waiting time.

Misty morning campsite at Federation Hut On the way down Bungalow Spur to Harrietville

Mt Feathertop is one of the best mountains to visit both on summer trips like the one we completed and
also for a totally different experience to come back in winter time when the mountain takes on a
completely different aura. My first time was in August 1965 and my last trip in February 2023 with many
visits in between.

Party members: David C (leader), Garry B, Rechelle P, Kerry C, Claire A  Trip Report and photos by David
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Crusoe Reservoir & Greater Bendigo NP
Evening of Wed 1t March 2023

We had eleven people for this walk - two were visitors from Montana & a couple of first timers.

We started at gate 7 and took the Marne track heading south towards the Big Hill range. It does take you all
the way to the eastern Trig. The first point of interest is the depth & sweep of the Lockwood Sth channel
cutting. We came across a 4 wheel drive vehicle which had driven into a creek bed and been abandoned.
We crossed a metal foot ramp across the channel & went briefly off track & into 'Spiderland' on our return
journey. We all had to negotiate a deep dry creek bed crossing and this caused a few difficulties. We then
picked up a footpad which roughly followed the western boundary of the Park back to the cars for a neat 5k
circuit.

Thanks to all the willing & helpful participants who made it a good walk.
Ray W

Beeripmo in a Day. Mt Cole Range
Sun 5" March 2023

Four starters fronted up for this big day walk around the Beeripmo Circuit up in the Mount Cole range near
Beaufort— Ray W, Roger K, Rechelle P, and Hans. We had a pleasant drive down to the start of the hike, thru
Carisbrook, Lexton and the outskirts of Beaufort. After a quick coffee and biscuits at the start point of
Richards Picnic reserve, (in effect morning tea for those that wanted it), we pushed off in a clockwise circuit
at 10.

Rechelle at Start near Raglan Falls Rocks Moss Shelf up near Cave Hill
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This walk traverses some lovely, varied, forested areas, interspersed with all sorts of interesting Granite
features. Raglan falls, not far from our start, had a reasonable amount of water flowing for this time of the
year and we then continued up to the top of Cave Hill and around the rim of the range which

provided great clear views out to the west, with the Grampians in the background. During the first two
hours we ran into lots of overnight hikers, returning the opposite way, on their way back to the carpark.

Looking west out towards Grampians Ray and Rechelle at the Gateway

Most of these had taken their younger kids out for the ‘overnight hiking experience’. This was encouraging
to see. Most of the ones we talked to, seemed to have enjoyed it. The Climb up and around the side of Mt
Sugarloaf was possibly the steepest section of the walk but with such a small group we just ‘blitzed’ over
that and before you could say’ Jack Robinson’, (whoever that was), we were at the Beeripmo Campsite,
where we planned to have a late lunch. Well that was according to the official plan. In actual fact by 1pm
we were still 30 mins approx shy of the official campsite and instead, ‘plonked ourselves down’ on a grassy
spot with views out to the south, to enjoy our meal, (generally, sandwiches and wraps). In the direct
sunshine it was reasonably warm. Luckily lots of the track is covered by tall forest, so there was lots of
shade available for most of the day.

Hans at Mugwamp hut Roger and Rechelle

We did check out the Beeripmo campsite, when we got to it a bit later. Not that much further on, we
stopped at the toilets and hut at Mugwamp picnic area. We'd decided against doing the Mt Buangor
extension, which would have added possibly another hour onto our trip. Maybe next time! After this the
sun disappeared but it was still quite warm.
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All back at Richards Picnic Shelter before 5pm Beeripmo Logo

Generally it was all downhill from here and slightly different countryside than on the exposed southern rim
and ridges, of this morning. The track passes some amazingly tall tree ferns, topping off at 6+ metres. Our
small group covered this last section pretty quick and by following a short cut we were back at the cars by
just before 5pm. So all up we’d spent 6 hrs 45 min on the circuit. In the end we all enjoyed the walk,
especially with the lovely conditions and the state of the park, as it was. It was a great test run for first time
walker with the Club, Roger, who acquitted himself admirably. He was a bit apprehensive beforehand, but
needn’t have worried, as we all managed to keep a similar pace and rest a few times as well. As | said, it
wasn’t a race!

Party members Hans T (leader) Ray W, Roger K, Rechelle P Trip Report and Photos by: Hans

Crusoe Reservoir Evening Walks

The Wednesday evening walks have been going very well, with eleven walkers on the 1%t March including
two international visitors Ed & Denise from Montana. The walk led by Ray Wilson was to the western
section of the park.

On the 15% of March another twelve participants walked to a deep, fenced-off mine shaft in the vicinity of
the bush hut, but because of uncertainty regard returning in darkness, the bush hut trip had to wait.

Someone said the bush hut was a myth, but after an exploratory walk, | almost guarantee we will find it on
the last daylight-saving walk on the 29t of March which will be the final daylight saving walk for the
summer.

The walks will resume in October.

Buzza
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Photos by: Donna and Buzza
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DETAILS FOR TRIP ACTIVITIES

Leitches Creek Springs Wednesday 29" March
Grade: Easy/Medium Distance: 15km

Costs Fuel Share: Zone 2 530

DESCRIPTION: A varied walk, through bushkiand in \%@ dres:, the surrounds of the Bullarto
Reservoir, and the hamlets of Bullzito and L=i ings. Pzints of interest include a visit to Bullarto and
its reservoir, Kangaroo Creek valle).t cargo currys Hill and Leitches Creek Springs, where in
1900 a spring water bottling plan

Afternoon tea/coffee in Daylesfcrd before returning to Bendigo.

MEET: At 8:30am in the carpark in front of Rebel Sport at Lansell Square, Kangaroo Flat.

Contact: David C ph 0409 425 604

Crusoe Reservoir Evening Walks Wednesday 29" March
Grade: Easy Distance: approx.6km

MEET: At the Crusoe Reservoir Carpark at 6:00pm
Contact: Buzza ph 0438 437 680

Water Wheel Day Walk Castlemaine Sunday 2" April
Grade: Easy/Medium Distance: 12km

A good walk through the Castlemaine forest and gold diggings to Expedition Pass Reservoir for Lunch and
then return home via the Forest Creek Trail.
All up about 12km Rated Easy/ Medium. And afterwards a Coffee and Cake at the Butterfly Gardens.

MEET: Outside Rebel Sports at Lansell Plaza at 8:30am

Contact: Buzza ph 0438 437 680

Jacksons Lookout, Hunts Dam and Mineral Springs Wednesday 5% April
Type: Day Walk Grade: Medium Distance: 14km

Costs: Fuel Share: Zone 2 $30

DESCRIPTION: Starting from Hepburn Springs heading North along the Great Dividing Trail past Jacksons
Lookout and on through old gold mining areas to reach the Chocolate Mill. There are many ups and downs
on this section as the track undulates through the forest. From the Chocolate turn back to the south
towards Hunts Dam for a lunch stop. Further on after lunch turn to the west and head to Argyle Springs (fill
your bottles with mineral water) before heading back to the cars.

Afternoon tea/coffee in Hepburn Springs before returning to Bendigo.

MEET: At 8:30am in the carpark in front of Rebel Sport at Lansell Square, Kangaroo Flat.

Contact: David C ph 0409 425 604

Mt Macedon circuit Wednesday 12" April
Type: Day Walk Grade: Medium/Hard Distance: 18km

Costs: Fuel Share: Zone 2 $30

DESCRIPTION: Starting from the Mt Macedon township soon climbing the mountain to reach the
Memorial Cross on Mt Macedon. The trail then passes McGregors Picnic Ground and the Camel’s Hump
before reaching Days Picnic Ground for lunch. Then on past Sanatorium Lake before reaching the summit of
Mount Towrong after which there is a long descend back down to the cars at Mt Macedon township.

Some steep up and down sections, poles recommended.

Afternoon tea/coffee at the General Store in Mt Macedon before returning to Bendigo.

MEET: At 8:30am in the carpark in front of Rebel Sport at Lansell Square, Kangaroo Flat.

Contact: David C ph 0409 425 604
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4 PEAKS VOLCANO CHALLENGE Saturday 15" -- Sunday 16" April
WHERE: CAMPERDOWN — DERRINALUM AREA

ACTIVITY: 5-6 HOURS

Grade: Medium (Hill climbing with big breaks in between)

DESCRIPTION: ‘For interested people in Bendigo , they may have to organise overnight accommodation in
Camperdown ( possibly at Botanic Gardens caravan Park ) It usually a great day out with participants driving between
the various Venues. The last one is usually Mt Elephant. From there it’s a 2.5 hr drive back to Bendigo PO.

At this stage | can be the contact for queries but am not organising the event.
Contact: Hans T ph 0400 049 891

Contact: Hans T ph 0400 049 891
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Spargo - Werribee River and Mt Hope Wednesday 19" April
Grade: Easy/Medium Distance: 15km
Costs Fuel Share: Zone 2 $30

DESCRIPTION: A walk in the Wombat Forest starting/finishing at a Truffle Farm. In the morning the
Werribee River Walking Track will be followed down, across, and then back up the Werribee River. We
then head further into the forest on tracks to reach the summit of Mt Hope, an old gold mining area before
heading down and back to the cars.

Afternoon tea/coffee in Daylesford before returning to Bendigo.

MEET: At 8:30am in the carpark in front of Rebel Sport at Lansell Square, Kangaroo Flat.

Contact: David C ph 0409 425 604
Big Hill Loop Sunday 23" April
Type: Day Walk Grade: Medium

DESCRIPTION: The walk will take in the “Big Hill Loop”. Meeting place is the No7 Reservoir Carpark (end of
Granter Street, Kangaroo Flat) at 8:50am. Walk climbs to the top of Big Hill then undulates along the ridge
in a westerly direction with beautiful views to the south and west before descending to Crusoe Reservoir
and then back to the cars. Bring water, and a snack if you wish. Walk will return to the cars prior to midday.

No limit on numbers. Walk will commence promptly at 9:00am

Contact: lan B ph 0457 940 564

The Gullies of Forest Creek Wednesday 26" April
Type: Day Walk Grade: Medium Distance: 13km

Costs: Fuel Share: Zone 1 515

DESCRIPTION: Starting from Expedition Pass Reservoir after a circuit of the Reservoir head to the Welsh
Village and then onto the Garfield Water Wheel. Along the way all the gullies that are passed through need
to be identified. From the Water Wheel across the range and into the extensive valley of Forest Creek
where more gullies are waiting for identification.

Afternoon tea/coffee in Castlemaine before returning to Bendigo.
MEET: At 8:30am in the carpark in front of Rebel Sport at Lansell Square, Kangaroo Flat.

Contact: David C ph 0409 425 604
Babbington Hill, Leitches Springs Sunday 30" April
Type: Day Walk Grade: Easy/Medium Distance: 13km

DESCRIPTION: A walk through Wombat State Forest with attractive forested scenery on the lower slopes of
Babbington Hill visiting the tranquil Bullarto Reservoir on the way and over the hill-top with views of the
surrounding country.

Contact: Glenys S ph 0402 994 496
Moon Walk Tuesday 2" May
Type: Night Walk Grade: Easy Distance: 5km Start: 6:00pm

DESCRIPTION: Ray Wilson is the inspiration behind the Moon Walk as it was at his suggestion, although we
have pushed it back one month, so that the walk into the darkness won’t be as late. Sunset is at 6.10 pm so
we can get to the carpark in daylight.

The walk is about 5km in length and starts at the Coliban Water car park on the Calder Highway Big Hill. Do
a U turn at the winery and get in the left lane. Turnoff is 200 metres on the left. Bring a head lamp or torch.
All walking is on tracks. Hopefully we can get a cloudless night, although it’s difficult to forecast.

Contact: Buzza ph 0438 437 680
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Spring Gully, Break Neck Hill & The Monk Wednesday 3" May
Type: Day Walk Grade: Easy/Medium Distance: 14km
Costs Fuel Share: Zone 1 $15

DESCRIPTION: A walk on the Great Dividing Trail (GDT) though parts of the Castlemaine Diggings National
Heritage Park, commencing in Fryerstown.

The morning follows the GDT from Fryerstown passing through Irishtown and Choken Flat before turning
north and making the steady climb to Break Neck Hill (405m). Further north the Dingo Park is passed
before making a short steep climb to The Monk (459m). From The Monk the route now turns south along
the GDT (Old Coach Road) passing the old mining village of Spring Gully where there is much evidence of
the 1850s gold mining.

Afternoon tea/coffee in Castlemaine before returning to Bendigo.
MEET: At 8:30am in the carpark in front of Rebel Sport at Lansell Square, Kangaroo Flat.

Contact: David C ph 0409 425 604

The Huts Tour Part 3 — Bogong High Plains Saturday 6" — Sunday 7*" May
Type: Overnight Walk Grade: Easy/Medium

Distance: Sat: no packs 7.3km, with packs 7.5km Sun: no packs 6.6km, with packs 7.6km
Costs: Fuel Share: Zone 5 $75

DESCRIPTION: An alpine walk with mountains views but no climbing of mountains.
Friday departure to drive to the Bogong High Plains and set up camp.

Saturday morning will involve day walking without packs to visit 5 huts on the Bogong High Plains, some of
which you haven’t been to before. After lunch at Wallaces Hut we set off with packs to walk along the
Langford East Aqueduct to Fitzgeralds Hut where we will camp for the night.

Sunday morning we continue with a pack carry part of the walk for short distance to get to the Alpine
Walking Track. Then another section of day walking without packs to visit 2 more huts (Edmondson and
Johnstons). Returning to collect our packs and then walk down the Heathy Spur Track back to the cars at
Rocky Valley Dam

Afternoon tea/coffee & cake at the Mount Beauty Bakery before returning to Bendigo.

Contact: David C ph 0409 425 604
Brisbane Ranges Sunday 21 May
Type: Day Walk Grade: Medium Distance: 13km

DESCRIPTION: The Ted Errey Nature Circuit (12-13km) is an interesting walk which uncovers various
vegetation types and tracks ranging from well maintained management tracks through to small creek
crossings, boardwalks and steep rocky sections. The trail starts and finishes at the Anakie Gorge Picnic Area
and is identified by blue triangles once you pass through the Gorge so keep an eye out for them as they
cross the Burcell trail and various 4WD tracks in places as you progress.

There are a few short side trails to outlooks along the way which are certainly worth the short detour as
you will be rewarded with spectacular views over the ranges and local farmlands. Be sure to stop and look
around every now and then, particularly as you pass through the Anakie Gorge section as the landscape is
both rugged and beautiful.

Contact: Buzza ph 0438 437 680
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ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

DATE TYPE | DESCRIPTION RATING | COMMENTS CONTACT
MARCH
Tues 28th Mont.hly Club Presbyterian Church H_aII
Meeting Cnr Forest & MacKenzie St
Bullarto Reservoir, Kangaroo
Leitches C@A N@ inct volcano David C
th
Wed 29 D/W Springs m eilches Creek 0409 425 604
3|JI ;IIBD
Crusoe Reservoir 6km walk around Crusoe Buzza
th
Wed 29 D/W Car Park Easy reservoir area 0438 437 680
APRIL
Easy/ Garfield Water Wheel to Buzza
nd . ey . .
Sun 2 D/W | Castlemaine Medium Expedition Pass Reservoir and 0438 437 680
return
Jacksons
Lookout, Hunts . Up and down a bit through David C
th ’
Wed 5 D/W Dam and Mineral Medium the Hepburn State Park 0409 425 604
Springs
EASTER
s 7th _ th
Fri?7 Mon 10 HOLIDAYS
A longish, upish, downish,
Mt Macedon Medium | circuit walk from Mt Macedon | David C
Wed 12t D/W
€ / circuit /Hard Village to the summit of Mt 0409 425 604
Macedon
Sat 15" —Sun 16" | B/W | Camperdown Easy/ Climb 4 Volcanoes in a Day Hans T
Medium 0400 049 891
Wombat State . Spargo - Werribee River and David C
th
Wed 19 D/W | Eorest Medium |\ Hope 0409 425 604
lan B
rd . . .
Sun 23 D/W | Bendigo Easy Big Hill Loop 0457 540 564
Tues 25t Mont.hly Club Presbyterian Church H.aII
Meeting Cnr Forest & MacKenzie St
The Gullies of . Castlemaine Heritage David C
th
Wed 26 D/W Forest Creek Medium National Park 0409 425 604
Easy/ Babbington Hill and Leitches Glenys S
th
Sun 30 D/W | Wombat Forest |\ 4iim | spring 0402 994 496
MAY
Buzza
nd
Tues 2 N/W | Moon Walk Easy 0438 437 680
Spring Gully, Through old gold mining areas .
E David C
Wed 3™ D/W | Break Neck Hill & asy{ in the Castlemaine Heritage avt
Medium . 0409 425 604
The Monk National Park
Bogong High Easy/ The Huts Tour - Part 3, visiting | David C
th _ th
Sat6™-Sun7 o/W Plains Medium | 9 different huts 0409 425 604
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DATE TYPE | DESCRIPTION RATING | COMMENTS CONTACT
oy Ray W
th
Sat 13 D/W | Big Hill Range Easy 5447 8862
Sun 21t D/W | Brisbane Ranges | Medium | The Ted Errey Nature Circuit Buzza
0438 437 680
Tues 23" Monthly Club Presbyterian Church Hall
Meeting Cnr Forest & MacKenzie St
JUNE
Tues 27th Monthly Club Presbyterian Church Hall
Meeting Cnr Forest & MacKenzie St
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